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Source A:

Hatshepsut was born an Egyptian princess. Her father was the Pharaoh Thutmose I. She grew up in the great royal courts of Egypt with her sister and two brothers. Unfortunately, Hatshepsut's brothers and sister died while they were still young. Now she was an only child. 
Without a son to inherit the thrown, Thutmose I was worried who would be pharaoh after he died. He decided to name one of Hatshepsut's step-brothers as heir. This is where things get weird. Hatshepsut was married to her step-brother in order to keep the royal line pure. This sounds really strange today, but it was common for Egyptian royalty. 
Hatshepsut's dad died a short time after she was married and her husband became the pharaoh, Thutmose II. Hatshepsut was now queen of Egypt. Thutmose II, however, was a sickly man. He ruled for only a few years before he died. During this time Hatshepsut had begun to take an active role in running the country. Egypt faced a problem, though. Hatshepsut had not had a son with Thutmose II so there was no clear indication of who would be the next pharaoh.  Finally it was determined that the only male heir to the throne was Hatshepsut's nephew, Thutmose III. However, he was very young.   The advisors decided to name him pharaoh, but they also chose to name Hatshepsut regent.   This meant that she would run the country as a pharaoh until he was able to do so himself.  
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Hatshepsut was a powerful and intelligent leader. There were people in the government who were very loyal to her. After a few years of being regent, she decided to become Pharaoh. She had herself named Pharaoh. She took charge of the country.  Although the majority of people supported her, there were those who did not approve of the idea that a woman should be pharaoh.   Hatshepsut was a gifted, strong, smart and cunning leader. She had remained in power for 20 years as the first woman pharaoh. Rather than go to war, she established trade relationships with many foreign countries. Through trade she made Egypt a rich nation. Her time of rule was a time of peace and prosperity. 
One way that Hatshepsut stayed in power was to construct many buildings and monuments throughout Egypt.  She also had many statues of herself at these sites. This way the people continued to think of her as their leader and pharaoh. One of her most famous buildings was her mortuary temple at Djeser-Djeseru. 
This temple is considered one of the great achievements in Egyptian architecture. It was similar to the classical architecture that the Greeks would develop around a thousand years later and marked a major turning point in Egyptian architecture. In order for people to accept her as pharaoh, Hatshepsut began to dress like a pharaoh. She wore the pharaoh's headdress with a cobra. She even wore a fake beard and a short kilt like the men wore. 
After 22 years of rule Hatshepsut died. She probably died from a blood infection, but it is also known that her nephew, Thutmose III, was not fond of her. He may have had her assassinated. Thutmose III went on to become a great Pharaoh 
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Temple of HatshepsutInteresting Facts about Hatshepsut
· The name Hatshepsut means "Foremost of Noble Ladies".
· Her father Thutmose I was a general, but became Pharaoh because the previous Pharaoh did not have a son.
· Archeologists think that Thutmose III had many of the statues and references to Hatshepsut destroyed.
· As a way to justify becoming pharaoh, she claimed that she was the daughter of the god Amun.
· Her nephew Thutmose III was known as the "Napoleon of Egypt" because of how he expanded the Egyptian Empire through war
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Study source A and answer the following questions:
1. Why did Hatsepsut marry her step-brother? _________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does it mean to be ‘regent’?   _______________________________________________________________
3. Explain why she could become pharaoh? ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why was it unusual for her to be a pharaoh?  _________________________________________________________
5. What are the two possible reasons why she died? ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Why did she build statues of herself? ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Explain why you think her nephew Thutmose III would not have liked her? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Write 4 words that tell us what kind of leader she was.   
________________________  __________________________ ________________________ ___________________
9. Who did she claim to be the daughter of? _____________________________________________________
10. What does her name mean?   __________________________________________________
11. What did pharaohs wear during the ancient Egyptian times? 
_______________________________  _________________________________ _____________________________
12. Did Hatsepsut have children?  __________________
13. What happened to her statues after she had died?  ____________________________________________________
14. Which building is she most famous for?   _______________________________________________
15. What makes this building special?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
16. Were there any other female pharaohs? ______________  Name one.    ______________________________
17. How long did Hatsepsut rule for?   _____________________________
18. In what way do historians describe her time of rule?  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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