Social Structures in ancient Egypt                                             Date: ____________
Egyptian society was organized in a hierarchy.   There was a ruler at the top of the hierarchy, and each level below had a different role or job.   The highest levels were the wealthiest and the lower levels were poorer and had less education and skill.   Women also had jobs, in most cases the same jobs as men.   
 (
Source A: Social Hierarchy in Egypt
)[image: C:\Users\Annery\Documents\Grade 5 History\grade 5 history term 3\859f3614a8274360727cff675d9068d6.jpg]   
1. [image: C:\Users\Annery\Documents\Grade 5 History\grade 5 history term 3\download.jpg][image: C:\Users\Annery\Documents\Grade 5 History\grade 5 history term 3\images (1).jpg]The Pharaoh:  He was believed to be a god and had great power.   He made laws and kept order in Egypt by ensuring that Egypt was not attacked or invaded by their enemies.   He also made sure the gods were happy.   People believed that if the pharaoh did his work properly and kept favour with the gods, that he would ensure that the Nile would flood each year.   
2. The Nobles, High Priests, Senior Officials and Viziers:      
The nobles ruled different regions in Egypt.   They were responsible for making local laws and keeping order in their regions.  Priests were to keep the various Egyptian gods happy. They did not preach to people like today, but rather spent their time performing ceremonies to the god served in the temple where they worked.  The Vizier was the first advisor to the pharaoh.   He was also called the high priest.   He oversaw the administration of the kingdom and all the official documents had to have his seal of approval.   He supplied food, settled disputes between nobles and was also responsible for running and protecting the pharaoh’s household.
3. Scribes:   These were the only people in Egypt who could read and write.   They were responsible for keeping records of many things like how much food was produced at the time of harvest, how many soldiers were in the army, numbers of slaves, gifts given to the gods and also recorded important events in Egypt.   
4. [image: C:\Users\Annery\Documents\Grade 5 History\grade 5 history term 3\images (4).jpg]Soldiers:   Soldiers defended Egypt.   Many second sons, even those of the pharaohs, chose to become soldiers.   Soldiers were allowed to share in the riches taken from the enemies of Egypt, and were even given land in places they had conquered.   
5. Artisans and craftspeople:   These were skilled labourers – pottery makers, leatherworkers, sculptors, painters, weavers, jewelry makers, shoe makers and tailors.   They often worked together in groups in workshops.   
6. Peasant farmers and workers:  Farmers worked the land of the pharaoh and nobles and were given housing, food and clothing in return for their labour.   Some also rented land from the nobles and paid a percentage of their harvest to the noble as rent.   [image: C:\Users\Annery\Documents\Grade 5 History\grade 5 history term 3\images (1).png]
7. Servants and slaves:   Slaves were usually prisoners captured in wars.   There were no slave markets or auctions in Ancient Egypt.   Slaves would work in the households of the pharaoh, nobles, viziers and priests.   There were also slaves who worked in the mines or quarries, and some worked on the lands.   
Make use of source A to answer the following questions:  
Question 1:
a) Who was the person with the most power in Egypt? _________________________
b) Which group of people were responsible for making the queen’s jewellery? _________________and _____________
c) Which group relied on the Nile river for their income? _________________________
d) Where did slaves in ancient Egypt come from? ____________________
e) Who ensured that the different regions in Egypt remained ordered? __________________________
f) Explain in your own words what the job of the priest was?   How is this different to our priests today?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 (
2.
Study
 source B and answer the questions:
Who are the two people in this source?  
___________________________
___________________________
 
What 
job does the man standing do?  ____________________
Why was he special in ancient Egypt?   
__________________________________________________
Why do you think was his job important?  
___________________________________________________
The second person is seated.   Why was he important?  
_________________________________________________
What do we call the writing used in ancient Egypt? 
_____________________________
 
)[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-04M0LPu4c-Q/UZO9Ci8zsvI/AAAAAAAAEqw/mxESTuUqbCA/s320/Ancient+Egyptian+Jobs+(15).JPG] (
Source B:
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