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QUESTION 1: HOW DID THE IDEAS OF THE BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS
                        MOVEMENT CHALLENGE THE APARTHEID REGIME IN 
                        THE 1970s
SOURCE 1A

The extract below focuses on the philosophy of Black Consciousness (BC). 

	Black Consciousness (BC) became a doctrine of self-emancipation and a strategy for escape from the political doldrums (unhappiness) into which South Africa had been cast in the 1960s. BC was also the breeding ground for a new generation of leaders and the training ground for imparting organisational skills. BC succeeded in popularising self-reliance as a viable (practicable) liberation strategy. Its initiatives in launching a student movement and adult political organisations, leadership training programmes, and in enunciating (saying) a philosophy which accorded with the dignity of the downtrodden (burdened) and oppressed, served to demonstrate that self-reliance was attainable. The tasks BC set were to uplift sagging spirits; raise battered self-esteem; affirm identity and assert human dignity; fight off apathy (lack of interest) and stagnation; turn racial stereotypes on their heads; exorcise (to get rid of) the arsenal (collection) of complexes that haunted and kept down individuals and communities; instil self-confidence and self-reliance and reinvigorate (revive) the masses in their struggle for emancipation (freedom). 

                                                     
                                                                 [From: The Road to Democracy in South Africa Vol. 2 by MV Mzamane et al.]



SOURCE 1B
This source describes the organisations that were established as a result of the philosophy of Black Consciousness 

	In addition, some of the younger teachers, also in Soweto, had come from the ethnically divided campuses of Fort Hare and the University of the North, where they had formed the South African Student's Organisation (SASO). The organisation was based on the philosophy of Black Consciousness and was associated with Steve Biko. These young professionals had a major impact on emerging student organisations such as the South African Student's Movement (SASM), which were founded in schools. Some accounts even refer to the SASM as a school-based branch of SASO. Statements by the SASM and the SASO reflected the growing excitement felt by young black people, inspired by the workers' strikes of 1973 in Durban, the fall of the Portuguese regimes in Angola and Mozambique in 1975, and the successes of resistance movements in the war in Rhodesia ... 

                                                                          [From: Recollected 25 years later Soweto 16 June 1976 by E Brink et al.] 





						
SOURCE 1C
This extract describes the influence that SASO had on the youth of South Africa in the 1970s.
	On one of the programmes that left the BCM’s most enduring legacy, Ramphete wrote:

‘The programme for leadership development involves several levels of training and was undertaken as a joint venture by SASO and BPC ... Weekend ‘’formation schools’’
were held to train university students in various skills. In addition, an extensive training
programme for youth leadership was undertaken to address the needs of high school and township- based youth clubs in all the provinces of South Africa.’

By early 1972 SASO branches catering for students in high schools were either in
Existence or in formation in far-flung places such as Umtata, Kimberley and Port Elizabeth in the Cape Town: Pietermaritzburg in Natal: Pretoria and Springs in the Transvaal and Bloemfontein in the Orange Free State. In 1973 SASO held a leadership seminar in Durban, which gave birth to the Natal Youth Organisation. 
Another workshop was held in the Transvaal with similarly gratifying (pleasing) results.
At these ‘formation schools’ students acquired critical, analytical skills and learnt about the political situation in other parts of the continent. They engaged in vigorous (lively) debates about events in South Africa. Murphy Morobe, one of the products of these  ‘’formation schools’’, described their importance in his political education as follows:
‘We got introduced to a way of thinking, a way of taking responsibility, how take initiative ... leadership in the kinds of situations that we were involved in. Other graduates of the ‘’formation schools’’ who became significant leaders in the liberation movement and in a transformed South Africa includes Amos Masondo, Mathe Diseko, Itumeleng Mosala, Khehla Mthembu and Cyril Ramaphosa. Training programmes provided ‘practical exposure to community development’ and ‘skills in administration, organisational dynamics, social analysts and public speaking’. They also taught students on how to resist Bantu education.


                                                                                 [From: The Road to Democracy in South Africa by M Mzamane et al]










						
SOURCE 1D
This photograph shows students protesting in Soweto against the use of the Afrikaans language, 16 June 1976.


[image: ]


			
						
HISTORY/P2		NW JUNE 2017
image1.jpeg
Inset Building,

. Dr Albert Luthuli Drive, Mmabatho,
Education and Sport Development Privale Bag X204, Mmabatho 2735
= Tel.: (018) 384-1715 / 388-0800 » Fax: (018) 384-1041

Department of Education and Sport Development ©18) amail bnomnagef@navpg govza
Departement van Onderwys en Sportontwikkeling e-mail: pietersee @nwpg.gov.za
Lefapha la Thuto le Tlhabololo ya Metshameko or
90 Thabo Mbeki Drive, Potchefstroom

NORTH WEST PROVINCE Private Bag X1225, Potchefstroom 2520

Tel.: (018) 297-5211 / Fax: (018) 293-0199

GENERAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION TRAINING SERVICES
ASSESSMENT, CERTIFICATION AND ACCREDITATION





image2.emf

