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This memorandum consists of 6 pages.
QUESTION 1:  	WHAT WERE THE REASONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF   
    				THE BLACK POWER MOVEMENT IN THE USA IN THE 1960s?

SOURCE 1 A

The source below explains the different views of Black Power Movement by different African-Americans.
 (
Some African-Americans saw it as a cry against the whites who held all the resources in a white dominated society. All forms of power, but especially political power, lay with whites. There were some African-Americans who wanted to use the call as a way of elevating the status of African-Americans in society but then dropping such a potentially inflammatory call once this had started as it would serve no positive purpose after that advance. By initially closing ranks, it was believed that African-Americans could advance themselves in American society.
However, there were those who believed that ‘Black Power’ was exactly that. The supporters of this belief wanted no integration with whites whatsoever. They wanted a purely black society in which white people were not allowed to trespass. The whole theory of racial integration was rejected. Malcolm X and Stokely Carmichael were believers in this approach. ‘Black Power’ was seen as a way of resurrecting ‘Black Pride’ and African-American culture. Carmichael said in 1966.
[
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/the-civil-rights-movement-in-america-1945-to-1968/black-power/
acessed
: 
24.04.2017
]
)






































SOURCE 1 B

The following source explains Malcolm X’s views on violence.
 (
Since self-preservation is the first law of nature, we assert the Afro-Americans’ right to self-defense. The Constitution of the USA clearly affirms the right of every citizen to bear arms. And as Americans we will not give up a single right guaranteed under the Constitution.
The history of unpublished violence against our people clearly indicates that we must be prepared to defend ourselves or we will continue to be a defenseless people at the mercy of a ruthless and violent racist mob.
We assert in those areas where the government is either unwilling to protect the lives and property of our people, that our people are within their rights to protect themselves by whatever means necessary. A man with a rifle or a club can only be stopped by a person who defends himself with a rifle or a club.
Tactics based solely on morality can only succeed when you are dealing with basically moral people or a moral system. A man or system which opposes a man because of his 
colour
 is not moral. It is the duty of every African-American community throughout this country to protect its people against mass murderers, bombers, 
lynchers
, floggers, 
brutalizers
 and exploiters.
[
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/teachers/lesson_plans/pdfs/unit11_6.pdf/
acessed
:
 
24.04.2017
]
)










































SOURCE 1 C

The following extract explains the meaning of Black Power.
 (
The ‘Black Power’ slogan was adopted by African-Americans of virtually every persuasion. Revolutionaries used it to preach guerilla warfare; liberals, to demand reform; conservatives to demand self-help. For many who adopted, the phrase meant self-pride. ‘Say it loud – I’m black and I’m proud’, chanted soul singer James Brown, and a generation of African-Americans affirmed that ‘black is beautiful’. Rejecting skin bleaches and hair 
straighteners
 [
which helped users look more like whites
], young blacks donned dashikis (
berets
), wore Afro hairstyles, enjoyed soul music and soul food, and established black studies programmes at colleges. Black power reflected an insistence that African-Americans shape their own culture and define their own destiny.
Black Power celebrated black pride . . . and the importance of self determination as no mass movement had done before . . . As never before African-American . . . gave their children Islamic names . . . I may have lost hope. SCLC leader Jesse Jackson had students repeating after him, ‘but I am somebody . . . I am black . . . beautiful . . . proud . . . I must be respected.’
[
From:
 
The Enduring Vision: A History f the American People
, by Boyer et al]
)










































SOURCE 1 D

This photograph shows the Black Panthers stand guard outside the trial of two of their leaders, Bobby Seale and Huey Newton. The US Constitution protects the rights of its citizens to bear arms and they felt that they needed arms to protect themselves against white racists
 (
[
From:
 
History of the United States
, by B, Clark]
)
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/35/43/dd/3543dda0e02971747db201950769de82.jpg]
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