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SUBJECT: HISTORY      





           PAPER: 2

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS (How the paper was received; Papers too long/short/  
                                                      balance)  
History Paper 2 was generally fair, well balanced in terms of taxonomy and covered the scope as prescribed in the examination guidelines. All four questions were set within the framework of Subject Assessment Guidelines (SAG) and the length was acceptable, neither too long nor too short. Marks were properly allocated per question and evenly spread according to the cognitive levels. Key questions were very clear.

It is a cause for concern that less than 1% of the learners attempted question 2 which appeared to be fair
SECTION 1

(General overview of Learner Performance in the question paper as a whole)

· Generally learners in this paper performed fairly, majority of chosen questions were satisfactorily attempted particularly the most favourite questions such as 3 and 4. Questions 1 and 2 were the least favourites among candidates especially question 2 which were attempted by a handful of candidates and did not do well in it.
SECTION 2

(Comments on candidates’ performance in the five individual sub questions (a) – (e) will be provided below. Comments will be provided for each question on a separate sheet). 
QUESTION 1

	(a) 
General comments on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
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	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors  
         and misconceptions are indicated.

(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


Q. 1.1.1

· Well attempted question even though some candidates struggled to give reasons why the USSR no longer support the ANC arm struggle 
SUGGESTIONS:

· Learners to read the sources with understanding 
Q. 1.1.2

· Explanation of historical concept. Some candidates found it difficult to define the term ‘multiparty democracy’

SUGGESTIONS: 
· Teachers should explain these historical terms and to a large extent allow learners to define them using their own understanding
Q 1.1.3
· Candidates performed fairly in this question as majority were in a position to explain factors that motivated the ANC to enter into negotiations with the National Party. Some candidates did not interpret the source correctly
SUGGESTIONS

· Learners should read sources of evidence with clear understanding including the context of each source
Q 1.1.4

· A level 3 question which was poorly answered. Candidates failed to interpret and analyze information from the source on why the UDF conveyed the message
SUGGESTIONS

· Teachers to make sure that learners are armed with a thorough background knowledge of the theme
Q 1.2.1

· Simple extraction of information from the source and majority responded positively
SUGGESTIONS
· Candidates should carefully study the given sources of information and interpret the information correctly
Q 1.2.2
· Some candidates did not explain to what extent they agree or disagree with the statement that the ANC was previously an instrument of the expansionism of Russia in Southern Africa
SUGGESTIONS

· Teachers should assist learners on the techniques of developing and sustaining their line of argument 
Q 1.2.3

· Question not well attempted by the majority of candidates as they did not comment on whether the unbanning of the ANC normalised or not normalised the political situation in South Africa
SUGGESTIONS

· Teachers should assist learners on the techniques of developing and sustaining their line of argument 
Q 1.2.4

· Most candidates interpreted the evidence from the source correctly and provide a relevant answer
SUGGESTIONS

· Sources of information should be read with understanding so that learners should be able to interpret correctly
Q 1.3.1

· This question was well answered by majority of candidates. They were able explain how the conservative white South Africans and majority of blacks would have reacted to De Klerk’s speech
SUGGESTIONS
· Sources of information should be read with understanding so that learners should be able to interpret correctly
Q 1.3.2

· Positive response from majority of candidates and some struggled to evaluate the newspaper headlines regarding the unbanning of the ANC
SUGGESTIONS
· Learners own knowledge regarding the content is crucial in interpreting the source correctly
Q 1.4.1

· Response from candidates in this question was not satisfactory. They were asked to select either source 1A or source 1B or source 1C and comment on its usefulness to a historian researching the period of the collapse of the USSR and its impact on South Africa
SUGGESTIONS

· Learners, with the assistance of teachers should practice the skill of comparison particularly with two or more sources
Q. 1.5.1

· Paragraph question which was poorly answered to a large extent. Candidates did not use the sources and their own knowledge to develop their own argument in relation to the question. Majority of candidates obtained marks ranging from 1 to 4 out of possible 8 marks. This was largely due to the fact that they copied sources as they appear in the addendum and were penalised
SUGGESTIONS

· Paragraph writing in History is a skill that needs regular practice. Teachers should demonstrate to learners how to answer a paragraph question using all the sources. Learners are also advised to follow instructions pertaining to paragraph writing. They should not use bullets to answer this question they must discuss or explain as per dictates of the question 
Q 1.6.1

· Learners in this essay were given a line of argument and expected to explain the various obstacles that confronted South Africa’s major role players on the road to democracy. They fared poorly largely due to poor essay writing techniques. Candidates forfeited marks largely due to failure to adhere to the technical aspects such as introduction and conclusion, some candidates used bullets to answer this question and they were penalised. 

SUGGESTIONS

· Essay writing is a skill that needs a strong foundation developed at early stages from grade 10 up until grade 12. It cannot be emphasised only in grade 12. Teachers are requested to demonstrate to learners how to write an essay using the sources and their own knowledge and they should also desist from supplying learners with marking guidelines as raw as it is. History marking guidelines is only used to guide teachers on marking essays and in this regards bullets are used if learners are given such marking guidelines as part of remedial they will think it is the way essays should be answered.
Q 1.6.2

· Source based essay type question and learners opted to answer question 1.6.1 instead.
QUESTION 2
	(a) 
General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
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	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors 
         and misconceptions are indicated.

(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


Q. 2.1.1

· Candidates managed to name three countries involved in the Angolan civil war whereas on the other hand some candidates opted to name capital cities of those countries in the civil war and forfeited marks as a result
SUGGESTIONS:

· Learners should read and understand what the question wants. They were expected to name countries not capital cities of those countries. 
Q. 2.1.2

· Analysis of the source was required in this question and majority of candidates responded poorly. Question not fully answered as it was given 4 marks allocated as 2x2=4 meaning 2 facts for 2 marks. Most of the candidates gave only one 

SUGGESTIONS: 
· Learners should carefully look at mark allocation of each question and this will guide them on how they should answer the question
Q 2.1.3
· Poorly answered question. It was difficult to candidates to explain the reference ‘Escalation or negotiation’ in the context of the Angolan war. Language barrier seemed  evident especially in comprehending the word escalation

SUGGESTIONS

· Examiners should attempt not to use challenging words in a question. While it might be simplified, at time this derails candidates
Q 2.1.4

· Majority of candidates responded positively to this question as they managed to analyse information from the source
SUGGESTIONS

· Educators to continue drilling analysis questions
Q 2.1.5

· Candidates managed to a large extend to define the term ‘glasnost’. Some definitions were found to be vague and inappropriate.
SUGGESTIONS
· Teachers should give learners enough background knowledge more especially on theme 1 where these Russian terms are found
Q 2.2.1

· Well attempted question by most of the candidates even though there were those who failed to highlight the reasons why there were distrust between MPLA and UNITA
SUGGESTIONS

Q 2.2.2

· Candidates failed to explain why the Bicesse Peace Agreement was important for Angola and those few who managed to explain did not obtain full marks due to lack of content knowledge
SUGGESTIONS

· The content of the 1991 Bicesse Peace Agreement in Angola 
Q 2.2.3

· Some candidates did not comment whether president Dos Santos was justified or not justified in resuming the civil war in Angola. Those who managed to draw the line of argument did not satisfactorily support their statement
SUGGESTIONS

· Line of argument should be thoroughly supported in both ways
Q 2.3.1

· The response to this question was encouraging because majority of candidates were in a position to explain the message of the photograph relating to civil war in Angola and very few scored 2 out of 4 marks
SUGGESTIONS
· Learners should strive to obtain maximum mark
Q 2.3.2

· A difficult question to most of the candidates as they were unable to evaluate the limitations of the given source
SUGGESTIONS
· Limitations of the source is relatively a new skill in answering history question and therefore learners should be trained to answer these type of questions
Q 2.4.1

· Candidates managed to compare two sources of information but to a large extent some failed to show how they support each other regarding UNITA’s role in the Angolan conflict
SUGGESTIONS

· Learners should compare and elaborate further on whether sources support or differ with each other in relation to a given context
Q. 2.5.1

· Paragraph question which was poorly answered to a large extent. Candidates did not use the sources and their knowledge to develop their own argument in relation to the question. Majority of candidates obtained marks ranging from 1 to 4 out of possible 8 marks and some did not even attempt to answer this question. In the main they copied sources as they appear in the addendum and were penalised
SUGGESTIONS

·  Teachers should demonstrate to learners how to answer a paragraph question using all the sources. Historical sources should not be rewritten as they are but rather they should use the information from sources to construct their argument
Q 2.6.1

· Essay question where candidates forfeited marks largely due to failure to adhere to the technical aspects pertaining to essay writing for example, introduction and conclusion to a lesser extent
SUGGESTIONS

· History marking guidelines is only used to guide teachers on marking essays and in this regards bullets are used if learners are given such marking guidelines as part of remedial they will think it is the way essays should be answered.

Q 2.6.2

· Source based essay type question and learners opted to answer question 2.6.1 instead.
QUESTION 3

	(a) 
General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
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	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors 
         and misconceptions are indicated.

(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


Q. 3.1.1

· Simple extraction of evidence from the source and majority of candidates responded well while some did poorly.
SUGGESTIONS:

· Candidates should extract evidence as it is from the source not to rewrite the whole source which complicated their answers.
Q. 3.1.2

· Poorly answered question. 4 marks question and majority of candidates provided only one fact for 2 marks and forfeited another 2 marks. Candidates could not evaluate and interpret the source to be able to come up with the relevant answer

SUGGESTIONS: 
· Candidates should be exposed to the importance of taking a standpoint in terms of line of argument and support that accordingly. They should also be advised to answer all questions for the allocated mark.
Q 3.2.1
· The lack of skill in analyzing a visual source was evident from the majority of candidates as they struggled to give meaning to the statement ‘De Klerk had awakened the Afrikaner tiger’
SUGGESTIONS

Q 3.2.2

· Not all facts were given by the candidates and as results lost 2 marks out of allocated 4 marks. Candidates found it difficult to explain whether Treurnicht was justified in his comments against De Klerk. A line of argument again was needed in this question.
SUGGESTIONS

· In a question like this, learners are expected to be taught how to justify or not to justify a source and support their standpoint convincingly. 
Q 3.2.3

· This question was satisfactorily attempted by majority of candidates. Those who fared badly could not give reasons as to why Treurnicht was opposed to De Klerk’s vision for the new South Africa
SUGGESTIONS
· Learners guided by their teachers should practice this skill of extraction and this time they should use different sources from different content
Q 3.3.1
· Partly answered. Candidates could not explain the message of the cartoon; this clearly showed that there was a problem of interpretation. Candidates interpreted cartoon at face value without linking it with the content
SUGGESTIONS

· Cartoons are part of any History book or question paper and teachers should expose learners to the whole meaning of the cartoon, it must be explained in totality including any words or hints that may appear in it

Q 3.3.2 ( 4 marks)

· Poorly answered question. Majority of candidates managed to get 2 marks out of 4. As they failed to comment on whether the cartoonist gives an accurate or not an accurate portrayal of events in the country
SUGGESTIONS

· A cartoon is content in picture and therefore teachers are advised to contextualised the cartoon and link it with the content under discussion
Q 3.4.1

· It was difficult for the majority of candidates to compare how similar were two sources regarding the message they contained.
SUGGESTIONS

· Comparison of two or more sources in History is another skill that learners should be exposed to by engaging them to different types of sources
Q 3.5.1

· Disappointing response from the majority of candidates. This was one of the simplest level 1 question where candidates needed to extract evidence direct from the source. Candidates showed lack of content knowledge particularly on theme 3.
SUGGESTIONS
· Each source in the question paper is contextualised and teachers are advised to encourage learners to read that part as it gives the direction or the summarised version of the source
Q 3.5.2

· Majority of candidates failed to explain whether they agree or disagree with the manner in which the policemen dealt with the WTC invaders. 
SUGGESTIONS
· Teach learners to develop and sustain the line of argument in this type of questions
Q 3.5.3

· A fairly attempted question by most of the candidates, however some failed to highlight the impact of the storming of the WTC by the AWB members
SUGGESTIONS

Q. 3.5.4

· This question was also fairly attempted by some learners but majority could not satisfactorily comment on the importance of the ‘sunset clause’. It would seem that the word comment  as appeared on the question might have been interpreted differently 
SUGGESTIONS

Q 3.6.1 (8 marks)

· Paragraph question which was poorly answered to a large extent. Candidates did not use the sources and their own knowledge to develop their own argument in relation to the question. Majority of candidates obtained marks ranging from 1 to 4 out of possible 8 marks. This was largely due to the fact that they copied sources as they appear in the addendum and were penalised
SUGGESTIONS

· Paragraph writing in History is a skill that needs regular practice. Teachers should demonstrate to learners how to answer a paragraph question using all the sources. 
Q 3.7.1 (candidates to choose either question 3.7.1 or 3.7.2)

· Learners in this essay were given a line of argument and expected to explain the various obstacles that confronted South Africa’s major role players on the road to democracy. They fared poorly largely due to poor essay writing techniques. Candidates forfeited marks largely due to failure to adhere to the technical aspects such as introduction and conclusion, a handful of candidates even used bullets to answer this question. 

SUGGESTIONS
· Essay writing is a skill that needs a strong foundation developed at early stages from grade 10 up until grade 12. It cannot be mastered only in grade 12. Teachers are requested to demonstrate to learners how to write an essay using the sources and their own knowledge
QUESTION 4

	(a) 
General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
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	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors 
         and misconceptions are indicated.

(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


Q. 4.1.1

· Candidates responded well in this question where they were expected to give aims of the TRC, however there were those who did not comprehend the source correctly
SUGGESTIONS:

· Learners should read the sources carefully before attempting to answer the question
Q. 4.1.2

· Reconciliation, it would seem to be one of the easiest terms to explain in History, but not so with some candidates who found it challenging to explain the term using their own words. Language proficiency seemed to be the obstacle to most of the candidates as they struggled to construct a clear explanation.

SUGGESTIONS: 
· Educators should not take for granted that some of this historical term is well known to learners. This term is synonymous with theme 3 and 4 and it together with others as appear in the textbook, must be thoroughly explained. 
Q 4.1.3
· Candidates responded fairly to this question and some failed to interpret the evidence from the source
SUGGESTIONS

· Learners should read the sources carefully and apply their mind to interpret the evidence
Q 4.1.4

· This question needed candidates to interpret evidence from the cartoon by explaining what message is conveyed by the cartoonist and majority of candidates responded positively whereas some failed to interpret the evidence. 
SUGGESTIONS

· A cartoon is content in picture and therefore teachers are advised to contextualised the cartoon and link it with the content under discussion
Q 4.1.5

· Majority of candidates gave only one fact instead of two and as a result failed to obtain maximum mark of four instead of did not obtain maximum mark of 4
SUGGESTIONS
· Learners response should be aligned with the mark allocation per question, if it is 2x2=4, it means that they must give two facts of two marks each
Q 4.1.6

· A poorly answered question by the majority of candidates as they struggled to compare the visual and the written sources as well as explaining how the two sources supported each other on the formation of the TRC
SUGGESTIONS

· Comparison of two or more sources in History is another skill that learners should be exposed to by engaging them to different types of sources
Q 4.2.1

· Candidates response was satisfactory in this question but there is still an element of analysis of evidence from the source which some candidates could not master
SUGGESTIONS

· Analysing historical sources is one of the skill that learners should be acquainted with 
Q 4.2.2

· Some candidates could not elaborate further on  evidence from the source why there was an adjournment during the TRC hearings 
SUGGESTIONS

· Learners should read sources with clear understanding
Q 4.2.3

· Most candidates could not evaluate the usefulness of the source towards a historian studying the work of the TRC
SUGGESTIONS
· Learners should be taught to interpret and evaluate the usefulness of the historical sources
Q 4.3.1

· Some candidates could not establish a line of argument by commenting whether they agree or disagree with the statement made by De Klerk about the TRC. Majority agreed or disagreed but failed to support their standpoint
SUGGESTIONS
· Teachers should teach learners about developing a line of argument by way of taking a standpoint and support that with relevant facts. 
Q 4.3.2

· Poorly answered question. Candidates failed to evaluate the evidence in two different viewpoints from the source. Some did not refer to both views in their response and they lost marks
SUGGESTIONS

· Comparison of two or more sources in History is another skill that learners should be exposed to by engaging them to different types of sources or viewpoints. Learners should know their content
Q. 4.4.1

· A fairly attempted question where candidates were to select either one of the given sources and indicate why it is useful
SUGGESTIONS

· Usefulness of the sources should be emphasised
Q 4.5.1

 Paragraph question which was to a large extent poorly answered. Candidates did not use the sources and their own knowledge to develop their own argument in relation to the question. Majority of candidates obtained marks ranging from 1 to 4 out of possible 8 marks. This was largely due to the fact that they copied sources as they appear in the addendum and they were penalised
SUGGESTIONS

· Paragraph writing in History is a skill that needs regular practice. Teachers should demonstrate to learners how to answer a paragraph question using all the sources
Q 4.6.1 (either 4.6.1 or 4.6.2)

· Essay question where candidates forfeited marks largely due to failure to adhere to the technical aspects pertaining to essay writing for example some did not include introduction and conclusion  and to a lesser extent some copied the sources as raw as they are
SUGGESTIONS

· Learners should be taught skills in writing essays that will include approach to essay questions and application of sources to construct an argument
Q 4.6.2

· All sampled candidates scripts preferred question 4.6.1 not 4.6.2

	(d) 
Other specific observations relating to responses of learners.   


· It emerged during this analysis that some learners showed a glimpse of knowledge and understanding in terms of content; this was evident when they responded to level 2 and 3 questions that required certain historical skill such as analysis, interpretation and evaluation. They were to a large extent able to use information from the sources to respond to questions asked.
· Level 1 and some level 2 questions were satisfactorily answered with majority showing some skill in answering these questions. Learners responded exceptionally well in questions that required them to extract evidence from the sources(questions 3.1.1, 3.5.1 and 4.1.1)
· Learners are still experiencing serious challenges in questions that required them to comment on the limitation, accuracy and usefulness of sources, these are questions that need learners to have a thorough content background regarding a particular theme.

· Questions that carried 4, 8 and 30 marks were not fully answered and they lost marks. It was evident that they had little content knowledge

· Some learners still write in bullet form especially in the paragraph and essay questions

· Questions 3 and 4 were the favourites among learners across the four districts. They responded much better in question 4 as compared to question 3 which was fairly attempted

· Most learners could not respond properly to question 4.5 (paragraph) and question 4.6.1 (essay), the reason being that 4.5 carrying 8 marks expected learners to assess the TRC, but the essay carrying 30 marks expected them to show how the TRC attempted to heal South Africans. Learners should prepare thoroughly for this theme

· Questions 1 and 2 were the least attempted with question 2 being the worst. Those learners who attempted these questions managed to obtain good marks
· Learners performed dismally in the paragraph writing question of 8 marks, a handful managed to score between 5 and 8 marks and the rest scored 0 to 4 marks  

· Essay question 1 with a given line of argument was the most attempted compared to essay 2 which required learners to construct an original argument using evidence from the sources and own knowledge to support the argument   
	(e)
Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development, etc.


· It was evidently clear that learners in most schools in the province were not exposed to theme 1 and 2 of this paper. Analyzing the these themes it emerged that question 1 and 2 were easier as compared to 3 and 4 which were a bit technical for majority of learners particularly paragraph and essay questions. Teachers are therefore urged to thoroughly expose learners to all themes and guide them along the way to make an informed choice on which themes they will answer at the end of the year.
· Teachers need to master the skills of paragraph and essay writing in and in the process this will assist
· Case study on theme 2 (Angola) was introduced this year and it would seem teachers were not provided with enough resources pertaining to this theme. On the positive side the very same theme will be taught in 2013 and it is hoped they will be in a better position to teach it.

· Restricting learners to certain themes (theme 3 and 4 in this respect) had disadvantaged most of our learners in particular with reference to question 3

· Subject specialists are also encouraged to assist teachers in sourcing material relevant to case studies earmarked for the year.

· Subject specialists, where possible, should increase the momentum of constant monitoring and support and hold regular content workshops with special emphasis on critical areas such as case studies
SECTION 3

(a) 
GRAPH OF PROVINCIAL PERFORMANCE IN THE PAPER (summary per question)
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GENERAL COMMENTS

· Performance of learners in this paper ranged from fair to good. As it is evident from the above graph majority of learners preferred to answer question 3 and 4 where they performed fairly particularly question 4. 

· Question 1 and 2 were the least favourites more especially question 2. Question 1 was mostly covered by some schools in the Bojanala district and the performance was satisfactory 
(b)
GRAPHS TO COMPARE DISTRICTS' PERFORMANCES PER QUESTION
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(c)
GRAPH TO COMPARE OVERALL PERFORMANCE PER DISTRICT
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      COMMENTS ON PERFORMANCE OF DISTRICTS
:

· Generally districts performed satisfactorily
· Bojanala: some learners attempted question 1 or 2 and question 3 or 4 analysis in this district spread throughout the questions.

· Dr. Kenneth Kaunda and Ngaka Modiri Molema: most learners concentrated on question 3 and 4 and to a large extent performed satisfactorily
(d)
DISTRIBUTION OF QUESTIONS IN TERMS OF COGNITIVE LEVELS (TABLE) 

Cognitive levels captured by the examiner reflected the full range as prescribed by the SAG. Levels in all questions were spread as per the following table:
	QUESTION 1
	Questions
	Marks
	%
	

	Level 1
	1.1.2

1.2.1
	2

2
	
	

	Level 2
	1.1.1

1.1.3

1.2.4

1.3.1

1.3.2
	2

4

3

4

4
	
	

	Level 3
	1.1.4

1.2.2

1.2.3

1.4.1

1.5.1 (Paragraph0

1.6.1 (Essay)
	4

4

4

4

8

30
	
	

	QUESTION 2
	Questions
	Marks
	
	

	Level 1
	2.1.1

2.1.5
	3

2
	
	

	Level 2
	2.1.2

2.1.4

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.3.1


	4

2

2

4

4
	
	

	Level 3
	2.1.3

2.2.3

2.3.2

2.4.1

2.5.1 (Paragraph)

2.6.1 (Essay)
	4

4

4

4

8

30
	
	

	QUESTION 3
	Questions
	Marks
	
	

	Level 1
	3.1.1

3.2.3

3.5.1
	2

2

1
	
	

	Level 2
	3.2.1

3.3.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

3.5.4
	2

4

4

2

4
	
	

	Level 3
	3.1.2

3.2.2

3.3.2

3.4.1

3.6.1 (Paragraph)

3.7.1 (Essay)
	4

4

4

4

8

30
	
	

	QUESTION 4
	Questions
	Marks
	
	

	Level 1
	4.1.1

4.1.2
	2

2
	
	

	Level 2
	4.1.3

4.1.4

4.1.5

4.2.1

4.2.2

4.3.1
	2

3

4

2

2

4
	
	

	Level 3
	4.1.6

4.2.3

4.3.2

4.4.1

4.5.1(Paragraph)

4.6.1 (Essay)
	4

4

4

4

8

30
	
	


According to the above table all four questions were evenly distributed in terms of cognitive levels and the percentage were as follows: Level 1 =10%, Level 2 = 40% and level 3 = 50  
(e) 
COVERAGE OF LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT STANDARDS    
            (TABLE)

The following learning outcome and assessment standards were used to set this examination paper. It is also to be noted that all three core learning outcomes were used except learning outcome 4 which is for research. All assessment standards except 1 and 2 (which are not examinable) in LO 1 were used and equitably distributed across the paper 
	
	LO1
	LO2
	LO3

	
	AS
	AS
	AS

	QUESTION 1
	3,4.
	1,2,3
	1,2,3,4

	QUESTION 2
	3,4
	1,2,3
	1,2,3,4

	QUESTION 3
	3,4
	1,2,3
	1,2,3,4

	QUESTION 4
	3,4
	1,2,3
	1,2,3,4
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