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CHIEF MARKER'S / MODERATOR'S/ SUBJECT ANALYST’S REPORT FOR PUBLISHING
SUBJECT: ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE


PAPER: 3
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS (How the paper was received; Papers too long/short/  
                                                      balance) 
· Topics in the paper were quite interesting and relevant and learners were able to relate to most of the questions

· However, essay questions were somehow wide enough to lend themselves to extremely varied interpretations and responses. For example topics in Section A and B were fair but some had a “catch” which learners may have missed 
· Time allocated for the paper is sufficient, although the majority of candidates completed late due to the fact that they spent more time on mind-mapping and first draft and by the time they did the final draft a lot of time was consumed

SECTION 1

(General overview of Learner Performance in the question paper as a whole)
SECTION A
· Candidates performed generally well in this paper indicating a provincial achievement of  54.3%. In Essays, Question 1.7.1 elicited the best responses as most candidates showed originality, innovativeness and creativity especially with aspects of technology, youth and education. Question 1.1 was also a popular choice.
· In Q. 1.2, candidates often confused South Africa with Africa and as a result they did not address the aspect of change as it was expected. In 1.3 most failed to address the contrast between living and existing

· Questions 1.5 and 1.6 were attempted by very few candidates. 
SECTION B
· The topics provided a wide selection for candidates to choose from. The pictures were not very clear. The picture showing water was not easily interpreted due to its obscurity/ invisibility. However most candidates chose 2.4, the speech - this was a popular topic in this section, although it was done with poor introduction and conclusion.
SECTION C

Questions in this section were fair yet tricky. Many candidates who chose the Diary entry did not respond fully to the question. There was no reflection in their answers and they used more than one entry. On the poster the celebration was indicated but often the conditions were ignored.  
SECTION 2

(Comments on candidates’ performance in the five individual sub questions (a) – (e) will be provided below. Comments will be provided for each question on a separate sheet). 
SECTION A: QUESTION 1

	(a) 
General comments on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
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	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors  
         and misconceptions are indicated.
(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


Q. 1.1. (A path worth exploring); Q. 1.3 ( To live is the rarest thing in the world). Most people exist - that is all; Q.1.7.1 (picture of toddler and calculator) and 1.7.2 ( picture of keys on a key holder)
· The above questions were interpreted in a similar manner, they all evoked a response of education, making a success of life and buying a house / making a good living. In most cases the response to these three questions was exactly the same.
· Q.1.3. Candidates failed to address the contrast between living and existing

· Q.1.2.The majority of candidates confused South Africa with Africa, thus they failed to address the aspects of change. The contrast between dark and change / light was not depicted
· Q.1.1., Q.1.3. and Q.1.7.1. were popular questions although they were sometimes misinterpreted by candidates. In Q.1.7.1. candidates did not even refer to pictures. 
· Questions 1.5 and 1.6 were rarely attempted by candidates as shown by the graph above. The candidates who did choose these topics obtained high marks for their excellent responses - obviously topics for the high achievers ( level 4 and 5 questions)
· A lot of tautology is used by candidates : from my perspective I believe; certainly sure; another alternate way; foreigners from other countries; a lot of noise and commotion

· Other errors included: 

· my lifestyle  instead of my life
· In order to be able to- instead of in order to/too
· When the baby is born for the first time!!!!
SUGGESTIONS:

· To avoid repetition of ideas, in future examiners should consider the inclusion of a Narrative Essay which will also cater for weaker candidates
· Candidates should avoid using clichés such as “the key to success ----------“; each and everyone
· Punctuation marks should be emphasised to avoid the indiscriminate use of capital letters, long sentences which do not make sense, - use of slash where it is not necessary
· Let’s Go to the basics: teach the correct use of pronouns, verbs, use of like instead of as if, the use of like and e.g in the same sentence, avoid use of slang. Teach them to use one main idea per paragraph
	 (d) 
Other specific observations relating to responses of learners.      


· Candidates spent a lot of time during the second stage of writing process viz. drafting; and when they finally wrote the final draft they wrote the same draft without editing it.
· Candidates are neither given sufficient  opportunity to write essays at school, nor are they taught the skills to approach different types of essays – formats

· Candidates do not explore, they do not read extensively to increase their vocabulary, there are frequent errors of language use such as spelling, use of apostrophe`, figurative language etc. 

· Candidates do not know English idioms and expressions
	(e)
Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development,  etc.


· There are words which are often used in colloquial / informal language and they are obviously not appropriate for formal assessment, e.g. every day/ everyday; first and foremost; I myself; trial and tribulations, first started; in my life style etc.
· Teachers should discourage learners from using verbosity/ big nonsensical words as they often disrupt the meaning of what they intend to say.
· Grade 9 & 10 teachers should really expose learners to a variety of essay types and they should emphasize grammar rules and idiomatic expressions.
· Thorough marking, using rubrics should be done by teachers and positive feedback should always be provided to improve the learners’ writing skill in this section.
· Learners should stop writing what they think teachers want to read, but they should be original, imaginative and creative.
· When they write essays they should allow their minds and imagination to fly- and teachers must unlock that potential.
· We want emotion and feeling in this section
SECTION B: QUESTION 2
	(a) 
General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
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	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors 
         and misconceptions are indicated.
(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


Q. 2.1. : LETTER TO THE EDITOR
· Some of the candidates who attempted this question did fairly well. However there were those learners who misinterpreted the question thus performing poorly. The format was incorrect, and candidates did not give their views on the product advertised, instead they wrote to the editor.  Vocabulary & diction was of a poor nature.  Common errors here were in the likings of speaking directly to the editor instead of addressing the competition or the product.  It seems as if learners thought that the editor was the one who ran the competition. The nature of the product was not clear from the question.
SUGGESTIONS:

Make sure learners:
·  are familiar with what the question entails and requires.
·  answer the question asked.

Common errors included: comma splice, alot iso a lot; there iso their, use apostrophe to indicate plural, prepositions not used correctly; repetitive use of “ABOUT”. 

· Indiscriminate use of even and and in sentences

Q.2.2   INTERVIEW
· The majority of candidates performed poorly in this question. The level of questions and responses were superficial and they lacked insight.  They did not accommodate our rural candidates who, although indirectly referred to, were not exposed to real interviews of such nature, and this was a real oversight to many candidates.  Learners could not really articulate themselves as far as the questions posed by them (in the interview).  It was noted  that only level 1 & 2 questions were asked by them.  This question however needed insight.
SUGGESTIONS

·  Teach learners how to use Barrets Taxonomy.
· This will enhance their questioning technique.

Q.2.3   REVIEW
· Although this was not a frequently attempted question, learners who did so, really exceeded our wildest expectations.  This was not a favoured question, and lots of candidates did not explain in detail as they did not include decor/ambience/ service/price and food taste.
SUGGESTIONS 

Q.2.4   SPEECH

· This was a popular topic which was chosen by the majority of candidates. However, those who chose it performed averagely as they did not focus on “R1 million in the free advert”. Lots of spelling mistakes and lack of vocabulary
SUGGESTIONS:

· Teachers should drill formats of transactional writing pieces in depth
· Learners’ reading skills should be improved by all means so that they can interpret questions correctly 

· Teachers should exhaust all pieces of writing, learners should be exposed to different methods/techniques.
	 (d) 
Other specific observations relating to responses of learners.      


· All candidates truly wrote from their hearts.  What came through was their own passion & literal experiences.  Also different cultural groups did exceptionally well when they could identify with their own culture, which was what Q2.3 required.
	(e)
Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development,  etc.


· Educators should go back to teaching learners how to write good paragraphs.
· Formats of required text as per grade 12 must be given as assessment tasks during the year.

· Educators should implement more visual pieces when giving learners tasks.

· Interpretation of questions needs to be focused on URGENTLY.

· Learners need more practice in planning, writing and editing.
SECTION C:  QUESTION 3
	(a) 
General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
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	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors 
         and misconceptions are indicated.

(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


Q. 3.1 DIARY ENTRY
· The question is multi faceted; it demanded the candidate to hint at a message that was posted in some form of social media, and to reflect on it.
· Too many candidates concentrated on the message not on reflection hence the low performance of 20.2%.
· Most of the candidates wrote about someone using social media.
· It is a higher order question.

· Some candidates do not understand ‘social or digital media’ because of their socio-economic background.
SUGGESTIONS:

· Key word(s) should be written in bold letters to guide candidates’ response such as the word ‘reflect’ should be in bold.

· Candidates should be taught how to interpret questions correctly.

· Examiners should use simple language for instructions and lower order questions.
· Paper three should be taught and informal tasks should be given as often as possible.
· The questions should be relevant to a wide spectrum of candidates. Social/digital media usage is largely restricted to a certain class.  
Q. 3.2 POSTER
· Some candidates failed to realise that the instruction required designing a poster and the auditions.
· Candidates did not fully understand what is required.
· Some posters were too short

· The candidates concentrated more on the cultural event and auditions were overlooked, hence the poor performance of 15.2%
SUGGESTIONS: 
· Keep the instruction(s) simple to minimise ambiguity.
· The key words such as ‘audition’ in bold. Most learners wrote only about the celebrations.
· The examiner should narrow down the instruction to a specific event i.e. drama auditions.

Q.3.3. DIRECTIONS
●   Important landmarks were not mentioned in the picture. This led to poor performance of               20.0%
      ●   Candidates started to write directions from anywhere on the map.

      ●   The arrows on the map seemed to have confused candidates i.e. To Beyers Naude.
      ●   Candidates confuse robots, four way and speed bump.

SUGGESTIONS:

●   The question should clearly indicate to candidates where they should begin when giving    directions. For example, the examiner should indicate from point A to B to assist learners.
●   Any Road sign(s) should be clear.

●   Candidates should be taught how to use logical connectors in giving directions
	 (d) 
Other specific observations relating to responses of learners.      


· Correct use of language is still a challenge to some candidates.
· Candidates do not complete this section because it is left until late.

· Informal tasks are not done adequately for this paper.
	(e)
Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development,  etc.


· Learners books should be monitored by subject advisors for informal tasks on paper three
· Teachers should dedicate reasonable time to paper three.

· Learners should be equipped with basic skills of different tasks on paper three.
SECTION  3
(a) 
GRAPH OF PROVINCIAL PERFORMANCE IN THE PAPER (summary per question)
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GENERAL COMMENTS

· From the graph above it is clear that candidates performed generally well in the paper in all sub - sections indicating 56.8%, 55.8% and 55.3% respectively
(b)
GRAPHS TO COMPARE   DISTRICTS’ PERFORMANCE PER QUESTION

[image: image5.png]60.0%

58.0%

56.0%

54.0%

52.0%

50.0%

48.0%

COMPARISON OF DISTRICTS PER QUESTION

~
o
]
ES ES
2 S ~ ~ B
® [ ~ S
© © X 1 » ©
2 e RS ]
% e 2
o o
E i
P
©n w

HQ.1.ESSAY

B Q.2. LONG TEXT
Q.3 SHORT TEXT

Provincial Avg

Bojanala DR KK Avg(92) DR Ruth NMM Avg(94)
Avg(91) Avg(93)





(c)
GRAPH TO COMPARE OVERALL PERFORMANCE PER DISTRICT
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      COMMENTS ON PERFORMANCE OF DISTRICTS
:

· All districts performed above 50% in the paper, however a lot can be done to improve performance in this paper. Bojanala tops the other three districts registering 57.7%.
(d)
DISTRIBUTION OF QUESTIONS IN TERMS OF COGNITIVE LEVELS (TABLE) 
	SectionA:Question1: Essay
	Mark
	Level 
	Question
	Mark 
	Level 

	1.1.
	50
	1 & 2
	
	
	

	1.2
	50
	4
	
	
	

	1.3
	50
	3
	
	
	

	1.4
	50
	1 & 2
	
	
	

	1.5
	50
	5
	
	
	

	1.6
	50
	5
	
	
	

	1.7.
	50
	3
	
	
	

	Total
	50
	
	
	SUMMARY 
	

	
	
	
	
	BARRET
	

	Section B: Q.2

Long Text
	
	
	Cognitive Level
	%
	

	2.1
	30
	4
	1& 2
	28.5%
	

	2.2
	30
	3
	3
	50.2%
	

	2.3
	30
	3
	4
	21.43%
	

	2.4
	30
	3
	
	100%
	

	Total
	30
	
	
	
	

	Section C: Q.3
Shorter Text
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.1
	20
	4
	
	
	

	3.2
	20
	3
	
	
	

	3.3
	20
	3
	
	
	

	Total
	20
	
	
	
	

	Grand Total
	100
	
	
	
	


(e) 
COVERAGE OF LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT STANDARDS    
            (TABLE)
 All Learning Outcomes were covered as per NCS prescripts
	Learning Outcome
	Percentage
	Frequency

	LO 2: Reading and Viewing
	40%
	Spread through-out the paper


	LO 3: Writing and Presenting
	40%
	Spread through-out the Question paper



	LO 4: Language Structures
	20%
	Candidates had to use punctuations, verbs, figures of speech , connotation, denotation and others through-out the paper
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