[image: image1.png]QUESTION 1 Prov Avr

H Series1

68.2%
61.5% I

71.9%

61.2%

64.3%

56.8%

57.6%

61.2%

66.7%

64.3%

AVSS3ITO

aimoid suew v 7’8’7

ainwid yoreMm T'8'T

sinoqygiau
Awyumay 21

921042 JO WopPa3I] 9'T

ajdoad SunoAAepo] §'T

anaIye 03 sSuyL v'T

eale SulemayL €T

20ualis "Aluappns Z'T

9P PIO T'T





CHIEF MARKER'S / MODERATOR'S/ SUBJECT ANALYST’S REPORT FOR PUBLISHING
SUBJECT: ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
             PAPER: 3
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS (How the paper was received; Papers too long/short/ balance)  
· The question paper was well balanced. Candidates had the required options to choose from.
· All the genres of essays were asked, thus providing topics that dealt with an ordinary life with the neighbours to more complex argumentative topics for high flyers. 
SECTION 1

(General overview of Learner Performance in the question paper as a whole)

· Candidates performed fairly well in the paper. The shorter transactional pieces slightly improved from 58.7% in 2011, to 61.3% in 2012.

· The learners’ performance in section B was not satisfactory. The responses proved that format and language competency are a huge cause of underperformance.
SECTION 2

(Comments on candidates’ performance in the five individual sub questions (a) – (e) will be provided below. Comments will be provided for each question on a separate sheet). 
QUESTION 1
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	(a) 
General comments on the performance of learners in the specific question. 


· The question provided a wide range of topics, giving candidates an opportunity to reflect on individual responses.
· The visual texts allowed the high achievers to really explore their ability to transform visual texts into written texts.
	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors  
         and misconceptions are indicated.
(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


QUESTION 1.1
· Two types of responses were evident from this topic:

· One group (high achievers) performed extremely well. Matured responses were given by this group.
· The other group (low achievers) totally misunderstood the question as they responded to the latter part of the question “I am an old desk in a classroom and this is my story”. They related their own stories instead of the desk assuming the first person narration.
             SUGGESTIONS:

· Teachers must tap into challenging the creative thinking of candidates at school level by setting challenging topics, so that mediocrity is not experienced in the final examination.
QUESTION 1.2
· Although chosen by few, excellent responses came from this topic.
           SUGGESTIONS
· Only candidates who could maintain a strong story line and create mental pictures could do well in this topic. Thus, teachers should really help candidates to choose topics that are within their range of creativity. 
QUESTION 1.3
· Very few candidates attempted this question.
SUGGESTIONS

· Candidates must be encouraged to answer such questions because they are familiar and relevant to their lives.

QUESTION 1.4.
· A popular choice. However, most responses lacked depth. The basic needs like a car, a house, a job and a family were mentioned as achievements. Candidates were often repetitive in their responses and also set themselves unrealistic goals.
SUGGESTIONS

· Candidates to be taught to make good topic choices.
QUESTION 1.5.
· Also a popular choice, it allowed candidates with limited vocabulary to attain average to above average marks as they could draw from personal experiences. However, very few excellent responses were picked up. 
· Most candidates reflected their wrong doings as an influence by peers. These wrong doings were often reduced to taking drugs, sexual activities and alcohol which led to repetition of ideas.
 SUGGESTIONS
· Teachers should teach candidates not to be too casual in their responses because they become wearisome.
QUESTION 1.6.
· The question was misinterpreted. Instead of freedom of life choices, candidates talked about friends’ influences on their choices and did not address the advantages and disadvantages of “Freedom of choice”
 SUGGESTIONS
· A discursive essay should address all sides suggested by the question, unlike in an argumentative essay where a stance has to be taken.
QUESTION 1.7.
· The question allowed for any of the three types of responses: Reflective/Narrative/Descriptive.
· A few good essays were from this question.
       SUGGESTIONS: 

· Fairly answered.
QUESTION.1.8.1 AND Q 1.8.2.
· The candidates responded exceptionally well, however, the questions were the least answered.
·  Unlike in the previous years, the visual texts were well responded to despite the fact that they were high order questions. 
· Candidates moved away from just giving a description of the picture, to giving more matured and well crafted essays.

SUGGESTIONS

· Candidates should continually be exposed to such good thought provoking pictures.
	 (d) 
Other specific observations relating to responses of learners.      


· Candidates should be given the rubrics at school level so that they are acquainted with the format, content, language and structure.
· Instructions are not thoroughly followed.

· Candidates turned to digress in their responses.
	(e)
Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development,  etc.


· Teachers should make sure that the candidates are exposed to all types of essays.
· Candidates must be given informal tasks so as to perform well in the formal tasks. 
· The value of process writing must be clear to the candidates. Writing rough drafts that do not improve their final pieces in the final exam is a futile exercise, thus they should be taught how process writing must be used to produce a flawless essays.
QUESTION 2
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	(a) 
General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 


· The candidates did not perform well in this question.
· The format rules were largely ignored.

· Questions were partly responded to, leading to candidates forfeiting a lot of marks.
	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors 
         and misconceptions are indicated.
(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


QUESTION. 2.1
· It was a popular choice although there were gaps identified.

· The format was flawed:
· Addresses were wrongly written

· Subject line was either not there or was wrongly captured.

·  The salutation was mostly written as Sir/Madam instead of Dear Sir/Madam
· The language used was informal

· Letters were not signed.

· Often concluded by: Yours sincerely instead of Yours Faithfully.
· The reasons for application were not clearly stated.
SUGGESTIONS:

· Different formats for different letters must be taught
QUESTION. 2.2
· The key information in the obituary was left out:
· The charities that the deceased was involved in.
· The name and surname of the deceased.

· The deceased was supposed to be a well known person

· The societal practices had a negative impact to the performance of the candidates in this question. 

· Some communities write their obituaries in the first person. Candidates had adopted the format that does not conform to the formal rules.
      SUGGESTIONS: 
· Candidates should be discouraged to just blindly follow the trends or backgrounds but apply rules and format at all times.
QUESTION. 2.3
· An unpopular choice.
· The memorandum was poorly answered. The content was often muddled with serious format flaws.
   SUGGESTIONS
· A format must be taught and assumed that learners will acquire it in everyday life.
QUESTION. 2.4.
· The language used by candidates was informal.

· Candidates’ questions were not probing.

· Candidates often thought that a person is hired immediately after an interview session.
SUGGESTIONS

· A difference between a dialogue and an interview must be made clear to the candidates. 

· A dialogue has an informal tone, whilst an interview is a formal dialogue.

	 (d) 
Other specific observations relating to responses of learners.      


· The format was a great challenge.
· There was a challenge of register and tone. Candidates could not write for a variety of audiences.
· Mother tongue influence was experienced in longer transactional texts.

· The length was not adhered to, often too short. 
	(e)
Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development,  etc.


· The Subject advisors and HODs must intensify monitoring of the informal tasks in paper three. 
· The correct method of using rubrics should be followed.

QUESTION 3
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	(a) 
General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 


· The performance was much better than that of question two; however, format was still a challenge in this section as well.
	(b)    Reasons why the question was poorly answered. Specific examples, common errors 
         and misconceptions are indicated.

(c)    Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning.


QUESTION. 3.1
· The candidates were confused by the additional information in the question.

·  “The question read as follows: 

You have been asked to invite guests to your school’s prize-giving function.

 A former principal of the school will be the guest speaker”
Write out the invitation card you will send to the guests.
· Candidates either invited the principal to the function or asked him to be the guest speaker.
SUGGESTIONS:

· Although the subtitles brought some confusion, they were necessary for the response to meet the required length of 80-100 words.
· Candidates should be taught how to interpret the questions and respond to what is required. 
QUESTION. 3.2
· Candidates have mostly met the requirements of format in this question.
· A few candidates struggled to bring out the mixed feelings about the final exam. 
· Dates were sometimes left out.

· Some candidates wrote in the past tense.

· The word “reading” instead of studying was prevalent.
· The planner diary format was sometimes used 

Example: 9h00- got up.

               9h20-eat breakfast

              11h00- studied         
SUGGESTIONS: 
· Generally the question was fairly performed.
· Candidates should be taught that even if the diary is written in an informal tone, it is going to be assessed. Thus slang should be avoided. 
QUESTION. 3.3
· Candidates were able to interpret the question well but they struggled with descriptive words that needed to be used when giving directions.
SUGGESTIONS
· Language in context should be emphasised in schools.

	 (d) 
Other specific observations relating to responses of learners.      


· The candidates’ responses indicated that language is still a barrier for FAL learners.
· One of the Critical Outcomes in the NCS (National Curriculum Statement) requires learners to be able to communicate effectively using visual, symbolic and/or language skills in various modes. However the responses in this paper as a whole prove that the FAL learners need a lot of practice in language skills to achieve that.
· LO 4(Language structures) must be taught in such a way that it will enable learners to write for a variety of purposes.
	(e)
Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development,  etc.


· There are twenty one (21) texts that must be taught in paper three. Subject specialists and HODs should ensure that all of them are taught across the phase, not only in grade twelve.
· Circular E2 of 2012 (Amendments to the examination guidelines for official languages (HL and FAL) must be read in conjunction with Examination guidelines 2009 to ensure that the standard of question papers is maintained.
SECTION 3

(a) 
GRAPH OF PROVINCIAL PERFORMANCE IN THE PAPER (summary per question)
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GENERAL COMMENTS

· The importance of Paper three must be reiterated to both teachers and candidates. It carries the majority of marks and yet it was apparent that it is no longer taught in schools. The effort exerted in Paper 1 and Paper 2 should be given to Paper 3 as well. 
· Candidates must be taught to answer questions in entirety and not select some parts as this obscures the meaning. 

· Candidates who get distinctions in English score the majority of marks from the third paper.

· The paper has six categories (See Circular E2 of 2012) which must be well spread across the band and not just compressed into grade twelve’ syllabus. Subject specialist must assist in this regard.

· Instructions on length should be adhered to.

· Spelling, concord and tense still pose a challenge in this paper.
GRAPH TO COMPARE DISTRICTS' PERFORMANCES PER QUESTION
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GRAPH TO COMPARE OVERALL PERFORMANCE PER DISTRICT
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 COMMENTS ON PERFORMANCE OF DISTRICTS

	% IN PROV
	TOPIC
	DISTRICTS’ PERFORMANCE

(More than 5% difference from Province Av %)

	61.2 %
	ESSAY
	· In all four districts, there was no margin of 5% higher/lower from the Provincial averages per question. However, Bojanala has achieved 4% higher than the provincial percentage in section B. 
· Bojanala has achieved 3.1% above the overall provincial average.

	58.1 %
	LONGER TRANSACTIONAL
	

	61.3 %
	SHORT TRANSACTIONAL  
	

	CONCLUSION: The Bojanala district has acquired position one in the province in all sections of the paper.


(d)
DISTRIBUTION OF QUESTIONS IN TERMS OF COGNITIVE LEVELS 
· The paper addresses all cognitive levels.
· It provided opportunities to assess the following

· Reasoning ability

· Ability to communicate

· Ability to compare and contrast

· Ability to see casual relationships

· Ability to express an argument clearly

· The questions are representative of the latest developments in the teaching of the subjects.
(e) 
COVERAGE OF LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT STANDARDS    
            (TABLE)
All the Learning Outcomes and Assessment Standards for this paper were covered as indicated below:
	QUESTION
	LO
	ASS STANDARD

	1.ESSAYS
	3 & 4
	3.1,3.2,3.3,4.2.1-4.2.7, & 4.3

	2. LONGER TRANSACTIONAL
	3 & 4
	3.1, 3.2, 4.3, 4.6.

	3. SHORTER TEXTS
	3 & 4
	3.1, 3.2, 4.3, 4.6.
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